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HALL COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MEETING February 21, 2006 
 

The Hall County Board of Supervisors met February 21, 2006, by published call in the 
county board meeting room, 121 South Pine, Grand Island. 
 
CALL TO ORDER - The meeting was called to order by Chairman Jim Eriksen.   
 
INVOCATION - Invocation was given by Chairman Eriksen. 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – The Pledge of Allegiance was given in unison. 
 
ROLL CALL - Present on roll call were Scott Arnold, Jim Eriksen, Richard Hartman, Bob 
Humiston, Bud Jeffries, Pamela Lancaster and Robert Rye.  Also present was a 
representative from the Grand Island Independent and Deputy County Attorney Michelle 
Oldham. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA – Lancaster made a motion and Jeffries seconded to approve the 
following items by consent agenda:   

1. Accept and place on file the minutes of the February 7 meeting 
2. 5a Set the bid opening for the annual gravel bids for March 21, 2006 at 10:00 

a.m. 
3. 5b Set the public hearing for the 1 & 6 Road Program for March 21, 2006 at 9:30 

a.m. 
4. 6 Approve the appointments of Liana Steele and Matt Sullivan to a three year 

term to the Hall County Extension Board 
5. 11 Approve Resolution #06 0012 For Pledged Collateral from Exchange Bank of 

Grand Island 
6. 13a Approve  and authorize the chair to sign the agreement between Hall County 

and State Department of Roads for Project #RPT-C401(026) for the purchase of 
a bus 

7. 13b Approve and authorized the chair to sign the agreement with Star Trans Bus, 
County of Hall and Senior Citizens 

8. 15 Accept and place on file communications from Regional Planning 
9. 23 Accept and place on file the office reports from the County Sheriff and 

Register of Deeds 
10. 24 Accept and place on file the Hall County Treasurer’s Miscellaneous Receipts  
11. 25 Accept and place on file communications as received.   

Arnold, Eriksen, Hartman, Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none 
voted no.  Motion carried.   
 
COUNTY ATTORNEY -  Executive session will be held later. 
 
3 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION – Chairman Eriksen called for public participation and non 
one responded.   
 
8 CORRECTIONS STEERING COMMITTEE RECOMMENDATION – DISCUSSION 
AND POSSIBLE ACTION REGARDING SMOKING ISSUES IN SALLY PORT AT HALL 
COUNTY JAIL – Scott Arnold stated that the correction steering committee met 
regarding the smoking issue in the sally port.  Discussion was held to make 
modifications but there was a concern on the cost, so they decided to try another 
location outside.  Corrections Director Dave Arnold was present and he stated that there 
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is a fenced in area on the backside of the jail by the work release entrance they will use, 
so no action is necessary.   
 
7 DISCUSS AND TAKE ACTION ON LEGISLATIVE BILLS – Stacey Ruzicka was 
present and provided the board members with a list of the bills that they have been 
following.  She asked the board if they had any questions.   
 
Hartman questioned if there are any bills regarding condemnation.  Arnold stated that 
there is a Supreme Court ruling that could allow governmental entities to condemn land 
for private use.  Michelle Oldham stated that this Supreme Court ruling may have 
opened this up but there is concern and there is proposed legislation to address this.   
 
Lancaster questioned if the board would be interested in referring the proposed 
legislation to a committee and the committee could decide if they should support or not 
support a certain bill.  Stacey noted that once a bill hits general file there may be short 
notice when it advances.  Hartman suggested taking a poll of the board members to 
send letters of support.  Deputy County Attorney Michelle Oldham stated that the board 
cannot do that and expressed concern that if information is set on behalf of the board the 
entire board would need to make this decision.  Jeffries questioned if there was a 
problem with addressing the information on the bills at the board meetings, if so the 
board could hire a lobbyist.  Stacey noted that the priority bills will be the only bills 
addressed this session because it is a short session.  Hartman noted that if there was a 
problem the board can call an emergency meeting.   
 
LR272CA  is a constitution amendment regarding blighted areas and the use of TIF 
funding.  Eriksen stated that this would allow counties to use TIF financing.  Discussion 
was held. 
 
Arnold made a motion and Lancaster seconded to send a letter of support for LR272CA.  
Arnold, Eriksen, Humiston, Lancaster, Jeffries and Rye all voted yes and Hartman voted 
no.  Motion carried.   
 
12 DISUCSS AND TAKE ACTION HIRING DIRECTOR OF COUNTY FACILITIES – 
Jeffries stated that the board held the interviews and the next day met with Mr. Howard 
Hassett and offered him the position.  The salary was set at $48,000.00 and Mr. Hassett 
accepted.   
 
Jeffries made a motion and Hartman seconded to approve Mr. Howard Hassett as the 
director of county facilities and set the salary at $48,000.00.  Arnold, Eriksen, Hartman, 
Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none voted no.  Motion carried.   
 
16 COMMENCE AUDIT OF BI WEEKLY PAY CLAIMS AND REGULAR CLAIMS AND 
ACTION ON CLAIM AUDIT – Two regular claims were pulled for discussion.  The claim 
from Mary Lanning Hospital was reviewed by the County Attorney’s office and they have 
recommended denying this claim.  Mary Lanning billed for more days than allowed, there 
is an agreement that the first 5 days are covered and then the county is billed for the 
remaining days. 
 
The second claim was a claim from Marsha Medbery for mileage for the month of 
December.  The claim was for $27.65 for mileage as listed on the claim.  Hartman stated 
that this is a small amount and he recommended that this be paid.  He stated he 
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discussed this issue with Mr. Sherlock and he stated that there was a county vehicle 
available to be used for this and he stated that he would not confirm or deny the trips. 
 
Arnold stated that she is no longer an employee and the claim should be paid.  Jeffries 
stated that several years ago the committee had instructed Ms. Medbery not to use the 
county vehicle and as a result she was paid mileage.  This is a legal claim and she 
should be paid.  This is what was done and the past and it was done in good faith.   
 
Lancaster made a motion and Arnold second to approve the bi weekly pay claims and 
the regular claims but to deny claim #05020536 to Mary Lanning Hospital.  Arnold, 
Eriksen, Hartman, Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none voted 
no.  Motion carried.   
 
Held a board of equalization meeting.   
 
5 Minute break. 
 
Lancaster made a motion and Jeffries seconded to go into the following executive 
session: 
 
County Attorney executive session discussion of litigation regarding TERC cases 
9    Executive session – performance evaluation 
10 Executive session – union negotiations 
Arnold, Eriksen, Hartman, Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none 
voted no.  Motion carried.   
 
Executive session regarding TERC case – 10:00 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. 
 
9 Executive session regarding performance evaluation – 10:16 a.m. to 10:17 a.m. 
 
10 Executive session regarding union negotiations – 10:18 a.m. to 10:42 a.m. 
 
Lancaster made a motion and Jeffries seconded to go out of executive session.  Arnold, 
Eriksen, Hartman, Humiston, Jeffries, Lancaster and Rye all voted yes and none voted 
no.  Motion carried.   
 
10:30 A.M. BETH BAXTER REGION III UPDATE AND ACTIVITIES – Beth Baxter, 
Regional Administrator with Region III was present, she provided the 2005 annual 
management report to the board members and had a power point presentation.  She 
highlighted the levels of care and the utilization and the various service providers.  She 
noted that Nebraska has the highest number of state wards and stated that meth is a 
contributing factor.  The board questioned if the number were broke out by county but 
they are not.  Hall County has the highest population so they have the highest number of 
cases.  Mr. Eriksen thanked Ms. Baxter for the presentation. 
 
17 DLR REVIEW AND UPDATE ON JAIL FACILTIY PROJECT – Joe Haines and Martin 
Berglund were present.  They displayed a three dimensional site plan of the jail and an 
artist’s sketch of the building.   
 
They stated that the committee has been meeting regularly and they are moving the 
concept plans into the final plans.  They should be taking bids at the end of May.  The 
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proposed facility will be more efficient in the terms of staffing.  They are also working 
with jail standards and there are no issues that they are aware of.   
 
Discussion was held on the landscaping and the surfacing of the parking lot.  They are 
also addressing the drainage issues.  They are working with the City and will address 
this in the final design.  They also had a drawing of the floor plans and noted the 
minimum and maximum areas for the females and males.   
 
Lancaster asked the board members if they had any questions or input.  Arnold stated 
that the jail and the safety center have two different purposes and that is addressed in 
the designs.     
 
DLR is working with the Judges to address the video arraignment space and they are 
working on the plans for the remodeling in the old safety center.   
 
NEW OR UNFINISHED BUSINESS – Chairman Eriksen called for new or unfinished 
business.  Jeffries stated that there is a concern on the maintenance of Gunbarrel Road 
and he would like to work with Merrick County to address this situation.    
 
Eriksen stated that he would like forgo the board members reports unless someone has 
a special report.   
 
Meeting adjourned at 12:00 noon the next meeting will be March 7 at 9:00 a.m. 
 
 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Marla J. Conley Hall County Clerk 


